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EXHIBITION

OF THE WEEK

Carsten Holler: Decision

Hayward Gallery. » Sep 6. £15,£11-£13 concs.

arsten Héller's art requires you to use your
hands quite a lot. Whether it’s finding your
way through pitch-black metal corridors
from the entrance to the lower gallery; gripping
on to the handrail of a flying machine that soars
over Waterloo Bridge (above); attempting to get
inside a giant die; taking a red and white pill that
may or may not be a placebo or getting yourself
in position before you whoosh down a slide upon
exiting the show.

Hands aside, the key element in the German-
Belgian artist's survey is decision-making, hence
the exhibition’s title. From the moment you step
into the gallery’s foyer, Holler puts us through our
paces by offering numerous choices. So does
it matter if you pick entrance A or entrance B
into the show? Or take the left flying machine as
oppose to the right flying machine? Yes and no,
as ultimately everyone is going to have a different
experience regardless of what they pick. It's the

i fact that we have to choose. Holler disturbs our
£ expectations by using perception-altering effects.

For those less willing to get strappedinto a
flying machine —which | highly recommend -
fortunately Holler isn't all about the spectacle
and merely observing is as active as partaking.
Other works play with duplicate scenarios, like
a series of TV monitors on which seven sets
of twins address one another, orthe
competition between two rival music
groups in the Democratic Republic
of Congo played out over two
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IN THE KNOW ...
‘Decision’

Although it ooks like child's play...
We'd advi on'tbring the
little ones. Is es' and Twa
Flying Machines' both have height
restrictions ofno less than 120cm and
you'l have to get on the scalestofly as
there is a maximum weight of 120kg.

film projections. Holler Ladies: lose the silhouettes

This aiternating between direct isn "t a“ As the majority of exhibits are
engagement and composed Interactive, opt for flats over pigh heels
contemplation is what ripples through about the and shorts or trousers over skirts,
the show. It doesn't matter that some sp ect acle and remember to leave bags in the

of the propositions don't quite work,
like the ‘Pinocchio Effect’ that's
supposed to make your nose grow or compress:
mine did neither. Holler urges us to consider
alternative possibilities. | mean, what would

it be like if we could all leave work via a slide?
We'd surely exit the office with a smile on our
face. Freire Barnes

the unhealthy treats.

cloakroom if you want to fly or slide,

How long will | need?

The Hayward is letting in 200 visitors an
hour, so depending on the queues, you
should set aside one to two hours.

Who'll love it most?
Avid quevers; exireme-sports fanatics
and big kids. This is art for all.

Read more reviews and listings and book tickets at timeout.com /londan 102
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